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INTRODUCTION

Ohio Historical Markers identify, commemorate, and honor the important people, places, and events that have
contributed to the state's rich history. The Ohio Historical Markers Program, administered by the Ohio History
Connection, is a vital educational tool, informing residents and visitors about significant aspects of Ohio's past.
The Ohio History Connection sets marker standards and procedures to ensure that the subjects of Ohio
Historical Markers are historically significant and that the information included on the markers is historically
accurate. State historical markers stand as a valuable and important means of presenting Ohio history to the
public, and they encourage community interest in state and local history. In addition, appropriate marker

dedication ceremonies publicly celebrate Ohio's past and help to promote the preservation of the state's
cultural, natural, and physical history.

CRITERIA

Individuals, public agencies, or private organizations are encouraged to nominate historic properties, persons,
and events of significance on a local, state or national level for the Ohio Historical Markers Program.

Nominations should address at least one important aspect of Ohio's historical, natural, or physical
development in one of the following areas: history, architecture, culture, archaeology, ethnic associations,
natural history, and folklore.

All marker subjects must meet at least one of the following criteria of significance in order to be eligible for an
official site marker. They must:

¢ Be associated with events that have made a significant contribution, to broad patterns of history.

¢ Be associated with persons no longer living who have made significant contributions to patterns of
history and culture.

¢ Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, style, period, method of construction, architecture, or
represent the work of a master.

¢ Yield, or be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.
¢ Be associated with ethnic groups who have made distinctive and significant contributions to history.

¢ Embody characteristics of the state representing significant aspects of the physical or natural history of
the earth and its life.

¢ Represent popular stories or myths that, although not verifiable, are significant to history and culture.

POLICIES/PROCEDURES

The Ohio History Connection administers the Ohio Historical Markers Program. The Historical Markers
Coordinator manages and oversees applications to the program. Applications are required for all official Ohio
Historical Markers.

The sponsor or applicant is responsible for costs related to the markers and all required research.
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Ohio History Connection staff reviews and approves applications for markers that meet the program
requirements.

Marker requests will not be approved when it is impossible to authenticate or verify information included in
the marker application to the satisfaction of the Ohio History Connection.

RESEARCHING THE SUBJECT

Once you choose an appropriate subject based on the Criteria of Significance listed above, you should begin
to research the marker subject. A thoroughly researched subject will result in a well-documented,
comprehensive text, as well as an approvable marker application.

Marker subjects should be approached with the following questions in mind as they relate to the individual
marker.

¢ Who was associated with the subject? Include their names, birth and death dates, chronology of the
important events in their lives, and their significant contributions.

¢ When did the event occur? What is the subject's time span of significance?

¢ How did the historical event develop? What influence did the marker subject or event have on the
country, state, or local community?

¢ Why is the marker subject important to the community or state? Why is it special, unusual, or
significant?

¢ Are all statements of fact and dates documented with footnotes? Have words like “first,” "oldest,”
"unique,” or "only" been avoided unless there is irrefutable documentation?

Local libraries, historical societies, and newspapers are excellent sources for information, in addition to the
Ohio History Connection's Archives/Library.

APPLICATION FORM INSTRUCTIONS

The following are step-by-step instructions for completing the Historical Markers Application Form:

1. Title of Marker

The title of the marker should be about the historic property, person, site, or event. The name appearing in
this section should be the marker subject's historic name (i.e., the name/title that will be shown on the
marker).

2. Subject of Marker

Briefly summarize the subjeotf t he mar ker . Examples: “Union g:¢
di saster .”

3. Location of Proposed Marker

The location of the proposed marker should show exactly where the marker would be placed. The description
of the proposed marker's geographic location should include the name of the property, if known. The address
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of the location must be exact, including the number and street, city or village, and county. For rural property,
include the nearest rural roads, section, township, and county. A photocopied, marked map and labeled
photographs should also be included.

4. Owner of Property

This is the person or agency that has the legal title to the property upon which the marker is to be erected.
The information should include the owner's name, street, state, zip code, and telephone number.

5. Type of Marker

The marker can either have the same text on each side or have different text on each side. Please check the
appropriate listing. Custom artwork can be accommodated but will increase both the marker's cost and time
for production. Ohio Historical Markers are 45 inches wide and 42 inches tall. The plaque weighs
approximately 200 lbs. and the post weighs approximately 35 bs.

6. Funding Sponsor of the Marker

The cost and installation of the marker are the sole responsibility of the applicant or sponsor.

7. Maintenance of the Marker

Once the marker is in pladeis the responsibility of the funding sponsor to maintain and keep the marker in good
repair. You must designate who will be responsible for long-term maintenance of the marker and include the

name, address, and telephone number of the responsible person or agency. The Ohio History Connection
does not maintain the historical markers.

8. Shipping Address
The shipping address is required for the foundry to ship the completed marker. Since shipping regulations
restrict trucks in residential neighborhoods, a commercial address of an office or shop that is open during
reqular business hours is required.
9. Statement of Significance
The statement of significance is the most important section of the historical marker application. In this
section, you state why the marker subject is significant to Ohio’s history and document the subject’s
importance on a national, state, or local level.
The information in the statement of significance should be as specific as possible and relate directly to the
marker subject. In general, you should research the marker subject and write a narrative history answering, as
applicable, the following questions:

¢ Who was associated with the marker subject?

¢ What significant events occurred at the proposed site?

¢ When did the marker subject occur?

¢ Where did the marker subject occur?

¢ Why is the marker subject important or significant?

The statement of significance must be fully documented and footnoted. When appropriate, photocopies of
cited passages found in documents listed in the bibliography should be attached to the application form.

3|Page



Photographs that document the marker subject should also be included with the application. Supporting
materials become a permanent part of the marker file. Do not submit original documents or photographs.

10. Suggested Marker Text

The suggested marker text is the inscription as it might appear on the proposed marker. You should draft a
preliminary marker text, keeping in mind that it should be concise, accurate, and compelling. In general, text
information should be confined to factual information answering questions of who, what, where, and when. If
the marker application is approved, you and the Historical Markers Coordinator will work together on the text
until a final version is reached. The number of words on a marker is limited by the size of the lettering. Most
texts are approximately 65-120 words in length per side.

11. Sources and Bibliography

Major bibliographic references should include the most important sources used for developing and
documenting the history of the marker subject. You should include a full citation for each reference,
specifying author's name, title of publication, publisher, place of publication, and date.

12. Application Checklist

Please use the checklist provided in the application to insure that your application is ready to submit.
Applications that do not include the following information may be delayed or returned.

13. Application Submitted By

If you are submitting the form as an agent for a sponsoring organization, you should also include the
organizations name, address, and telephone number. Finally, you must sign and date the form.

AFTER THE SUBMISSION

After a completed Ohio Historical Markers Application Form has been submitted to the Ohio History
Connection, you will be notified of its receipt. Next, the Historical Markers Coordinator will review the marker
application. Experts in the field relating to the marker subject may be consulted in order to determine the
subject’s eligibility for the Historical Markers Program. Additional information may be requested during this
review process.

The Ohio History Connection reviews the marker application and recommends approval or disapproval. After
a decision has been made, the staff of the Local History Services department will notify you.

If the Ohio History Connection approves the application, you and the Local History Office will work together
to draft the final marker text for inscription on the marker.

When the final version of the marker text is agreed upon and payment by the applicant or sponsor has been
received, the historical marker will be ordered from the foundry. Delivery time is usually from six to eight
weeks. The entire marker process, from the complete application submission to the marker arriving at its
location, usually takes six months.

After the marker has been received, the sponsor is responsible for mounting and landscaping the marker.
Once installed, the sponsor must also maintain the marker. This includes correcting any damage to the
marker and refurbishing it when necessary. The Ohio Historical Society may issue maintenance orders to
sponsors of erected markers to correct any disrepair.
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RESTRICTIONS

Official Ohio Historical Markers may not be used to mark sites other than those approved by the Ohio History
Connection. Markers may not include the name of the current owner of the property where the marker is
erected, nor may they include the name of any living person. Personal acknowledgments, dedications, and
similar memorials are not included in marker texts.

No person may erect or use a marker that is identical to or misleadingly resembles the markers developed by
the Ohio Historical Society. Misrepresentations of official state markers are legal violations and will be
reported to the State Attorney General and the federal Department of Justice.

All markers must be accessible to the general public at all reasonable times.

The Ohio Historical Society may require the removal of any marker that does not meet the requirements of
the Historical Marker program.

CONCLUSION

The Ohio History Connection appreciates your interest in the Ohio Historical Marker program. We are
interested in working with you to identify and erect appropriate historical markers. If you have any questions
regarding these guidelines or about any aspect of the marker application process, please contact us at:

Ohio Historical Markers Program Coordinator
Local History Services, Ohio History Connection
800 E 17t Ave
Columbus, Ohio 43211
(614) 297-2527
FAX (614) 297-2526
rtrivison@ohiohistory.org
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